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Celebrate Success!

The Tri-County Regional Plan-
ning Commission (TCRPC)
celebrates the many wonderful
things about summer in our mid
-Michigan region. So, congratu-
lations to all of those involved
in the fun summer of 2011—
from county fairs to canoe trips,

heds

Gr eater

In the greater Lansing region, a
lack of affordable, available
transportation is a big barrier
for people seeking health care,
employment and other human
services. With help from the
Power of We Consottium,
CATA, Clinton Area Transit
and EATRAN, Tri-County
Regional Planning Commis-
sion’s transportation planners
have a new strategy, a regional
transportation mobility broket!
Clean Commute Options is a
one-call/one-click center for
travel assistance in and around
our region. It is a mobility bro-
ker that coordinates with ser-
vice providers, agencies, and
individuals to deliver custom-
ized travel solutions. Clean
Commute Options can assist
with transportation for work,
school, meetings, and non-

bike rides, baseball games, and
truck bogging, to the festivals of
music, arts and food. The pho-
tos above are just a glimpse of
our summer fun. The Greater
Lansing Michigan area truly is a
great place. Congratulations on
another great summet!

LansOneg@licks One

urgent appointments. Clean
Commute Options (CCO)
solutions include:

* Bus: CCO provides infor-
mation and route matching for
three transit systems and coor-
dinates cross-boundary trips.

* Carpool & Vanpool: CCO
provides ride matches that fit

travel routes and schedules
with an online system that dis-
plays matches in seconds.

* Non-motorized: CCO pro-
vides bike-buddy matches,
routes, parking and more.

* Car-sharing: CCO helps you
go car-free with links to car-
sharing and ZipCar sites region
-wide.

* Multi-Modal Transportation:
CCO coordinates setvices so

clients can journey via multiple
modes of transportation, even

outside the CATA service area.

*Trip Planning & Special Re-
quests: CCO Answers travel
questions, offers ride-matching

opportunities, trips to airports,
AMTRAK, and any other spe-
cial trips not mentioned above.

You can help! Let them know
what your group, clients, or
neighbors need. CCO can
work with them to resolve
transportation gaps. And, if
your organization has vehicles
that are not always in service-
tell CCO and find out how to
share resources and manage
costs. CCO can even train you,
your staff, or your clients about
transportation options with a
regional mobility broker and
their one stop/one click solu-
tion. Find the best option!
Contact Clean Commute Op-
tions, 517-394-1000.
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Mid -Michigan Watersheds Get Grants!

TCRPC manages the Greater
Lansing Regional Committee for
Stormwater Management
(GLRC) which supports and

protection
Maple and

Each year, TCRPC collects condition
data on a 50% sample of federal aid
roads in order to rate their condition.
TCRPC reports its findings for Clin-
ton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties back
to the Transportation Asset Manage-
ment Council (TAMC) of Michigan,
who provides an annual report to the
Legislature. Check out the PASER
(road condition) ratings on your road-

ways, http://tamc.mcgi.state.mi.us/TAMC.

partners with our region’s watershed planning and

groups to cover the Grand, Red Cedar,
Looking Glass River watersheds. And,

the Michigan Department of Environmental Qual-

ity MDEQ) offers assistance

Maple Wateshed.
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and grants to identify, priori-
tize and solve water quality
issues.

Now, with help from
TCRPC’s Envitonmental
Planner Erin Campbell, water-
sheds in our region will get
more help. The Eaton Conser-
vation District will be awarded
over $165,000 to develop a

| management plan for the Mid-

dle Grand River Watershed.

“% The Michigan State Universi-

A TCRPC Staff Profile:
Christine Spitzley, AICP, Environmental Programs Planner

The lead environmental planner at
the Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission since 1990, Christine

Christine Spitzley has over 20 years Christine creates effective, eco-
of experience as a regional planner. nomical programs to protect the
environment. She has imple-

mented a host of successful pro-
grams and projects including

TAMC encourages com-

munities to develop their
Bl Own asset management
QL B plan. Having a plan can

: \\q‘;& provide incentives and of-

Al fers flexibility to shift funds
from major to local streets
to address conditions. Contact Transportation
Planner Steve Skinker about our region’s road

ratings at sskinker@mitcrpc.org.

ty’s Institute of Water Research, Streamside
Ecological Services, and TCRPC were award-
ed over $200,000 to develop a plan to protect
and improve the Red Cedar River watershed.
And, the MDEQ also awarded the Clinton
Conservation District over $400,000 for the
Upper Maple River Implementation Project
that will improve water quality as identified
through their planning efforts.

Congratulations to the communities, conserva-
tion organizations, citizens and others in-
volved in these successful efforts. TCRPC is
proud to assist and facilitate initiatives to plan
for and protect the future of our watersheds.
Please contact Environmental Planner Erin
Campbell for more information at
ecampbell@mitcrpc.org.

students and runs programs for
groundwater stewardship and
wellhead protection. Christine is
an active member of the Ameri-
can Water Works Association,

holds a B.S. in Urban Planning
from Michigan State University
and was recently awarded the
American Institute of Certified
Planners (AICP) certification.

solid waste plans, land use plans,
watershed plans and air quality
improvement programs. She
holds the annual Children’s Wa-
ter Festival for thousands of area

National Groundwater Guardian
Council, and the American Plan-
ning Association. She is also a
national certified grant writer,
reviewer and consultant!
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Updating

Floods, blizzards, disease, heat
waves, oil spills, fires....these
hazards and many more face all
residents in our three counties.
Our region must plan accord-
ingly to ease the impacts of
these threats. TCRPC has
teamed up with the Ingham
County Sheriff’s Department,
Clinton and Eaton County
Emergency Response Manag-
ers, and Delta Charter Town-
ship to update their Hazard

A Slow But Hopeful Recovery

We are pleased to report that
even though our region is ex-
periencing a slow economic

recovery, the jobless rate is
down! According to the U.S.

Our

Mitigation Plans. Through
2012, TCRPC and its partners
will analyze hazardous events,
look at land use pattern chang-
es, and use new digital eleva-
tion maps and aerial photos of
the region to evaluate hazard
mitigation plans last updated in
2005. This process will create
strategies to make our commu-
nities safer and to reduce losses
to life and property. Public
input is critical to this effort.

Bureau of Labor Statistics,
unemployment rates are lower
than last year. Although at
11.9% unemployment, Michi-
gan currently ranks as the 4th
highest unemployed state, the
Lansing Metro region has an
unemployment rate of only
9.2%. Many agencies in the
region are working together to
help revitalize our regional
economy and local municipali-

Photo credit to the Green Elephant.ijeq e investing in projects

U.S. EPA Brownfield grants

Michigan Transportation Gets

Greater Lansing area roadways
are getting lean! Putting a road
on a diet means shrinking the
number or size of vehicle lanes
and usually includes adding
bike lanes or walkways. Re-
striping the road can calm traf-
fic, increase safety, and im-
prove walkability or non-
motorized travel. Preliminary
research by Paul Hamilton,
TCRPC’s Chief Transportation
Planner, along with Dave Mo-
rena of the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) sug-
gests that Michigan may be a
national leader in road dieting.

An analysis of Michigan’s
existing and planned conver-
sions of roads from four down
to three lanes has shown im-
pressive results. The Greater
Lansing three-county region
(Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham)
has completed 15 miles of
conversion and 18.5 miles
more are planned by 2035. In
the Flint area (Genesee Coun-
ty), about 19.5 miles of conver-
sions are now complete. And,
according to a Complete
Streets technical report issued
for that region, many more

Regi on

TCRPC will host multiple
workshops over the next 12
months. We will seek other
input from state, local and
county officials, emergency
responders, public works, plan-
ning, parks and recreation
staff, economic developers,
information technology, envi-
ronmental advocates, and oth-
ers. A FEMA grant through
the Michigan State Police will
fund the updates which will be

and programs for the greater
good of the community. And,
some new projects highlight
the help we will get from the
federal government to keep up
our recovery. The City of Lan-
sing received a $1 million U.S.
EPA brownfield grant that will
help revitalize some major
corridors and former automo-
bile manufacturing properties.
A Project GREEEN grant
from MSU funded a Plan for

s Hazar d

complete by late 2012. For more
information, contact Land Use
Planner Harmony Gmazel,
AICP, at hgmazel@mitcrpc.org.

APl anning wi
action is futile, action
without planning is

fatal

Unknown

Agricultural Business in our
region. And, U.S. Department
of Commerce, HUD, and the
Department of Transportation
announced more grant pro-
grams to help put area residents
back to work! Contact
TCRPC’s Economic Develop-
ment Planner Christine Hnatiw
for more information and assis-
tance in applying for Economic
Development Grants at
chnatiw(@mitcrpc.org.

Fit on Road Diets

conversions are expected over
the next ten years. The Michi-
gan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT) has now com-
pleted a record 45 miles of
road diet conversions on
trunklines around the state.
MDOT and the FHWA’s
Michigan office have stated
that 4 to 3 lane conversions are
operationally safe for roads
with an average or expected
daily traffic of less than 15,000
vehicles. And, according to
Morena, a road diet conver-
sion does not affect the

amount of Act 51 funds a local
agency receives since funds are
allocated by centerline road
mileage, not lane miles. And,
since Michigan has adopted
Complete Streets laws and also
has the highest number of local
communities that have adopted
Complete Streets policies, we
can easily see Michigan becom-
ing a national leader in active
transportation. Please contact
Paul Hamilton, Chief Transpor-
tation Planner, for more infor-
mation at

phamilton@mitcrpc.org.
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Sue Maky Maés for a Great Place

What makes a place great? How  Great Places are full of activi- Great Places are comfortable
can communities ‘create’ a place  ty. There are a variety of things ~and safe.The planners of Great
that attracts people and success-  to do for different people allin ~ Places take the time to design a

ful businesses? What is it about a one place such as a park witha ~ welcoming local with shade trees,

place that makes it a dynamic playground, a fountain, or a well lit areas, bike racks, bulletin
interactive community? For library across the street. boards, and moveable seating.
If everyone is moving more than thirty years, the Project Great Places invite affection Great Places are places you can
forward together, for Public Spaaesvorked with  They are places that you like to  COUNt ON. You can count on great
HAE SUEEEEA EL G cities and neighborhoods to go to and be with your friends,  places to be open and welcoming,
e ‘create a great place.” According  family and those that you care ~ vibrant and interesting. And, you
Henry Ford to Kathy Madden (Yes! Magazinebout. You remember good can count on feeling rejuvenated
Summer 2008y have identi-  times in Great Places. and refreshed, a feeling that lingers

fied five key qualities that divide a Great Places are visible and after you leave a great place. Our
Great Place from the other kind.  accessibleThey are easy to see region of Clinton, Eaton, and

I see a lot of these qualities in our and get to. Sometimes people ~ Ingham Counties with its cities,
tegional community. will walk through a great place  villages, suburbs and rural areas is
even if they are going some- full of great places! Submit yours

Which of the following are

. I where else., just to enjoy the to spigg@mitcrpc.org.
strongest in your communitys:

atmosphere. Susan M.C. Pigg, CEcD
TCRPC Executive Director

Go by the Numbers!

Looking for new Census data? households, families, population, mation and links to important
You can now quickly access etc. Are you preparing a grant demographics. TCRPC staff can
2010 Census information at application or status report? also assist with your demographic
http://factfinder2.census.gov. Need to know mote about the requests. Contact Daniel Dillinger,

This is the primary tool used to  Census? Check out our website ~ Data Planner for more infor-

access detailed data on age, sex,  www.mitcrpc.org for infor- mation at ddillinger@mitcrpc.org.

Don’t Miss These Oppor

Solutions for Sustainable Communitie2011 Learning Conference on State & Local Housing Policy,
Washington DC, September 2628, 2011

SBA Small Business Outreach TourGet connected to experts, get inspired by business success sto-
ties, get informed about economic development resources for small businesses. September 27, 2011,
1:00 - 4:00 p.m., Lansing, MI visit http://tinyurl.com/2011SBATourMI for registration and details.

Utilization Focused Evaluation Workshop by Dr. Michael Patton. A framework for engaging in
evaluation as a leadership function. Only $25 for some non-profits! October 1, 2011, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. Register with Ghada Georgis by fax 432-9541 or mail MSU Outreach, Kellogg Center, E. Lansing,
MI 48824.

Michigan Municipal League - Taking it to the Streets 2011 ConventiorOctober 57, 2011,
Grand Rapids, ML

Choosing Health! A public rally and movement facilitated by the Capital Area Health Alliances fo-
cused on your health. October 18, 2013-9:00 p.m. at the Union Missionary Baptist Church in Lansing.

MI Department of Transportation and TCRPC invite you to the Annual County Traffic Summits
1 October 25, 20119:00 a.m. at Ingham County Road Commission, 301 Bush Street, Mason MI
1 October 27, 20119:00 a.m. at Eaton County Road Commission, 1112 Reynolds Rd, Charlotte, MI
1 November 3, 20119:00 a.m. at Clinton County Road Commission, 3536 S. US 27, St. Johns, MI

913 W. Holmes Road, Suite 201 * Lansing, MI 48910 ¢ 517-393-0342 ¢ www.mitcrpc.org
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