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 Redi-Ride Services are demand response services that provide trips anywhere 

within defined geographic boundaries. Adult fare for Mason and Williamston 
Redi-Ride services is $1.25. Fare for seniors, students and persons with 
disabilities is 60 cents. 

 
 Williamston Redi-Ride provides demand response, curb to curb service in a 

defined four square mile area of Williamston, Monday through Friday, from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 
 Mason Redi-Ride operates Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. This demand response, curb to curb 
service operates in a defined four square mile area of Mason.  

 
Meridian Redi-Ride  
CATA provides advance reservation, curb to curb service throughout Meridian 
Township under contract funded by a property tax millage levied by the Township for 
this purpose. Service hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Trips 
should be requested at least four hours in advance. However, trips will be booked with 
less notice if possible. Fare for Meridian Redi-Ride service is $1.25. Seniors, students 
and persons with disabilities may ride for 60 cents. In fiscal 2009, there were more than 
18,000 trips on Meridian Redi-Ride.  
 
Delhi Redi-Ride  
In August 2003 CATA implemented advance reservation, curb to curb demand 
response service in Delhi Township and a small area in south Lansing between 
Willoughby and Miller Roads along Pennsylvania and Cedar Street. Service hours are  
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Trips should be requested at least 
four hours in advance. However, trips will be booked with less notice if possible. Adult 
fare is $1.25. Seniors, students and persons with disabilities may ride for 60 cents. In 
fiscal 2009, there were more than 10,900 trips on Delhi Redi-Ride.  
 
Night Owl  
CATA’s Night Owl service is demand response curb to curb service on campus at 
Michigan State University (MSU) during Fall and Spring Terms. Service hours are 2 
a.m. to 7 a.m. Monday – Friday and 2 a.m. to 9 a.m. on weekends. Fare is $1.25 for 
adults and 60 cents for seniors, students and persons with disabilities. MSU semester 
passes are accepted as fare.  Total ridership for fiscal 2009 was 12,655. 
 
EATRAN 
The Eaton County Transportation Authority (EATRAN) operates Monday through Friday 
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
EATRAN provides local dial-a-ride services, rural demand response services and a 
downtown Lansing express route.  The Lansing express route departs Charlotte and 
continues through Grand Ledge and Delta Township arriving in downtown Lansing at 
approximately 7:45 a.m. and returns to Charlotte, Grand Ledge and Delta Township 
between 5:00 and 5:15 p.m.  Out of county medical routes are available to the general 
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public between appointment hours of 10:30 a.m., with a return no later then 3:30 p.m.  
EATRAN facilitates transfers to CATA on demand in the Delta Township area. 
 
EATRAN operates 27 buses, 16 in peak hour service.  EATRAN’s fleet of medium duty 
and cutaway buses is fully accessible.  One way fare for elderly and disabled is $1.00, 
$2.00 for the general population and $3.00 for out of county trips.  Passengers must use 
exact fare.  Tokens are available at the EATRAN facility and participating city and 
township halls. 
 
Recent ridership trends are shown on Table 7-3. 
 
Table 7-3: EATRAN Ridership, 2000-2009 
 

Year Passengers 
2000 154,949 
2001 170,569 
2002 182,674 
2003 199,122 
2004 217,435 
2005 198,988 
2006 163,888 
2007 163,180 
2008 172,252 
2009 169,845 

Source: EATRAN 
 
Clinton Area Transit System 
Clinton Area Transit System was incorporated October 1, 2001 and took over service 
previously operated by Community Resource Volunteers (CRV).  Clinton Transit 
provides curb to curb on demand service to the general public which includes 
commuters, senior citizens, and passengers with disabilities.  Transportation service is 
provided for people with disabilities into the greater Lansing area and Owosso.  
Transfers to CATA and EATRAN are facilitated when possible. 
 
Service hours are Monday through Friday, 6:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  A Saturday summer 
service was offered in 2009 and planned for 2010.  Future pilot plans include early 
morning/late afternoon express commuter service into Lansing, East Lansing and Delta 
Township in Eaton County. 
 
Fares depend on mileage from pickup to drop off.  City fares range from $2.00 to $.50 
depending on time of day.  Outside the cities, 0-10.9 miles is $3.00, 11-19.9 miles is 
$4.00 and 20+ miles if $5.00.  Half fares are available for seniors and persons with 
disabilities during non-peak hours. 
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Clinton County residents passed their first four year transit millage in August 2005.  The 
first renewal millage passed with strong support despite hard economic times in August 
2009.  Ridership has increased significantly in 2008 and 2009 because of increased 
service supported by the local millage.  Historical ridership trends since 2000 are shown 
in Table 7-4. 
 
Table 7-4: Clinton Transit System Ridership, 2000-2009 
 

Year  
(ending September 30) Passengers 

2000 54,914 
2001 58,459
2002 48,296
2003 42,783
2004 42,571
2005 39,088
2006 45,112
2007 48,548
2008 59,396
2009 61,441

Source: Clinton Transit  
 
Taxi and Limousine Service 
 
Capitol Transport LLC, operating as Spartan Cab and Yellow Cab, is the largest taxi 
company in the region.  It operates 7 automobiles, 10 passenger vans and 7 minivans 
providing service 24 hours per day.  Additional mid-size taxi services include Green Cab 
and Big Daddy Taxi. 
 
In addition, numerous limousine services are available.  Some of these specialize in 
airport services.  Others are oriented to special uses, such as weddings and proms.  
There are also several one or two vehicle taxi operations that operate on a part-time 
basis.  Numerous school districts and social service agencies also provide 
transportation services in various forms to their respective clients.  An inventory of these 
regional services is available for reference at the Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission. 
 
Inter-City Bus Service 
 
Greyhound and Indian Trails Motorcoach Companies serve the Lansing area, with 
terminals in downtown Lansing at the multi-modal Ground Transportation Center and in 
East Lansing at the AMTRAK station.  Greyhound provides six departures daily, with 
direct service to Detroit, Grand Rapids, Muskegon and intermediate points.  Indian 
Trails provides eight departures along a corridor from Bay City through Saginaw, Flint, 
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Lansing, Battle Creek, Kalamazoo and Chicago.  In addition, Indian Trails is part owner 
of the “Michigan Flyer” Luxury Coach Service, which connects the Lansing area with 
Detroit Metro Airport with eight daily round trips.  Local departures and arrivals take 
place at the Marriott Hotel in East Lansing.   
 
With opening of the Ground Transportation Center in downtown Lansing, the base of 
inter-city bus service has become more conducive to passenger operations.  The 
Ground Transportation Facility is discussed further in the Intermodal Section of Chapter 
10. 
 
Rail Service 
 
AMTRAK 
The National Railroad Transportation Corporation, commonly known as AMTRAK, 
operates one train daily in each direction between Chicago and Port Huron (the “Blue 
Water”), stopping at a temporary depot west of Harrison Road (between Trowbridge and 
Service Road) near MSU in East Lansing.  Currently, AMTRAK service is on CN-North 
America tracks through Flint, terminating in Port Huron.  The Blue Water is supported 
through passenger fares, AMTRAK and state subsidies (through MDOT), which are 
essential for continuation of service.  State subsidies in 2009 were $6.6 million.  
Negotiations are underway as this plan goes to print to continue this subsidy, possibly at 
a higher level. 
 
In addition to direct rail service, AMTRAK operates connecting bus service twice daily to 
and from Battle Creek (connecting with the Chicago-Detroit main line of AMTRAK) and 
once daily to and from Toledo (connecting with the Chicago-New York and Chicago-
Washington corridors).  Each of these scheduled buses is timed for coordination with 
arriving or departing trains on the main line.  Table 7-5 shows annual total station 
boardings and deboardings at East Lansing since 2000.  Recent trends have shown 
increased ridership.  This is attributable primarily to more convenient schedules since 
early 2004 (when service to Toronto was suspended, resulting in Port Huron as the 
eastern terminus), higher gas prices and completion of work on the CN Railroad.  
Ridership has continued to rise in 2008 and 2009, but at a slower rate, due to reduced 
travel demand in the economic recession. 
 
Emerging passenger rail issues include adding high speed passenger rail (up to 110 
miles per hour) on the Chicago to Detroit corridor and several other lines in the Midwest 
connecting to a Chicago hub, which could provide indirect benefits to the region.  
Federal funding has been applied for to create a new intermodal transportation facility to 
replace the decades old “temporary” AMTRAK station on the existing site. 
 
Freight Rail 
Railroads play a substantial role in freight movement into, out of and through the region.  
Table 7-6 shows four rail carriers traversing the region.  Each railroad serves a valuable 
local role in freight transportation, providing medium and long haul services which are 
more efficient than other modes.  In addition, a local line serves Charlotte and Eaton 
Rapids and provides weekly summer dinner excursions. 
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Table 7-5:  East Lansing Rail Boardings/Deboardings, 2000-2009 
 

Fiscal Year Annual Boardings/Deboardings 

2000 28,649 

2001 26,633 

2002 24,185 

2003 21,914 

2004 30,104 

2005 68,674 

2006 44,430 

2007 47,545 

2008 49,716 

2009 50.953 
    Source: MDOT Transportation Planning Services 

 
Table 7-6:  Railroads Serving the Tri-County Region 
 

Railroad Local Communities 
Serviced Corridor (From-To) Principal Cargo 

Typical 
Trains/Day 

(2009) 

Canadian National Bellevue, Charlotte, 
Potterville, Lansing, East 
Lansing 

Chicago-Port Huron-
Toronto 

Automotive products, 
coal, agricultural products, 
general merchandise 

40 

Norfolk Southern Lansing, Mason, Leslie Lansing-Jackson 
(Chicago-Jackson-Detroit) 

Agricultural products, 
steel products  2 

CSX-Transportation Sunfield, Mulliken, 
Grand Ledge, Lansing, 
East Lansing, 
Williamston, Webberville 

Grand Rapids-Detroit Automotive products, 
agricultural products 

15 

Great Lakes Central Elsie Petoskey-Traverse City-
Ann Arbor 

Sand, agricultural 
products 

3 

Charlotte Southern Charlotte Charlotte area Dinner excursions 2 (summer 
weekends only) 

Source: MDOT Transportation Planning Services 

 
 
One rail corridor traversing the region is the Canadian National (CN), formerly the 
Grand Trunk Railroad.  The CN system is part of an international rail system providing 
freight services from Canadian ports on the Atlantic Ocean, to Port Huron, through the 
Lansing area and continuing to Chicago.  In April 1995 a modernized international rail 
tunnel between Port Huron and Sarnia, Ontario replaced an antiquated century old 
tunnel.  Service expanded to include double-stacked container cars.  This vastly 
improved rail freight system efficiency, eliminating need for time-consuming ferry 
operations across the St. Clair River and improved services for Tri-County region 
shippers.  Approximately 40 trains per day use this corridor. 
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Airports 
 
Capital Region International Airport (CRIA) 
Capital Region International Airport, operated by the Capital Region Airport Authority, is 
located in the southwest portion of DeWitt Township in Clinton County.  The airport is 
classified by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as a small hub/non-hub airport.  
It is the fourth busiest airport in Michigan for passenger enplanements, third in annual 
operations (takeoff and landings) and fifth in number of based aircraft.  CRIA is now 
only the second full service international airport in Michigan with a fully functional 
federal inspection station. 
 
Air traffic activities are recorded by the continuously operating FAA Air Traffic Control 
Tower.  Operations are reported in four general categories: air carrier (jet operations by 
airlines and all cargo carriers), air taxi (commuter airlines), general aviation and military.  
Air carrier operations have declined recently, and have not been offset by increases in 
air taxi (commuter airlines) service.  General aviation has declined and military aircraft 
operations have fluctuated. 
 
Table 7-7 shows enplaned passengers. 
 
Following airline deregulation in 1978, passenger enplanement declined substantially as 
point to point service was largely replaced by a hub and spoke system.  This service 
model channels most flights and passengers to primary ”hub” locations and then to the 
destination “spokes.”  Following deregulation, reductions in passenger enplanements 
took place as local air fares increased above major hubs, such as Detroit’s Metro 
Airport.  This encouraged many Lansing area fliers to drive to Detroit or elsewhere for 
more competitive fares.  Subsequently, fares from Capital City Airport, as it was then 
known, became more competitive with larger hubs.  This resulted in steady growth in 
local passenger enplanements, with a peak of nearly 370,000 in 1999.  Declines over 
the last several years are due in part to the general economic decline, price of fuel and 
collapse of financial markets. 
 
Air Cargo 
In 2008, an estimated 26,671 tons of air freight and air mail was moved through Capital 
Region International Airport.  The airport is served by one all-cargo airline, United 
Parcel Service (UPS), which provides overnight delivery of small packages and bulk 
freight.  In addition, Martin Air provides on demand cargo charter services from their 
facility east of the aircraft parking apron.  Air cargo service areas are proposed for 
expansion to foster economic development, both domestic and internationally.  The 
Airport Authority extended the primary runway by approximately 1250 feet to 8500 feet 
in 2008.  This allows larger jets to land and take off within FAA safety standards and will 
allow new entrant commercial passenger service to fully utilize their aircraft. 
 
Other Airports 
The Capital Region Airport Authority also owns and operates Mason-Jewett Field, a 
general aviation airport in Mason, 12 miles southeast of Lansing.  Other general aviation 
airports In the Tri-County region are Fitch H. Beach Field in Charlotte and Abrams 
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Municipal Airport in Grand Ledge.  In addition, there are approximately 19 other private 
basic utility landing strips scattered throughout the region. 
 
There is a current effort underway to bring Clinton and Eaton Counties into the Airport 
Authority.  If successful, this will provide regional support for Capital Region 
International Airport as well as regional support and coordination for general aviation 
airport development. 
 
Capital Region International Airport is served by two airlines, Delta Airlines and United 
Express, serving three major hubs: Chicago O’Hare, Detroit and Minneapolis.  The 
airport handles approximately 15 commercial passenger flights daily as of December 
2009. 
 
Table 7-7: Passenger Enplanement Summary, Capital Region International 

Airport, 2000—2008 
 

Year Passenger Enplanements 

2000 331,663 

2001 264,199 

2002 260,190 

2003 271,161 

2004 329,598 

2005 310,924 

2006 283,807 

2007 252,162 

2008 217,138 
        Source: Capital Region Airport Authority. 
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